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There is nothing that is superfluous, but, as in every work that is strongly aesthetic, he is simple tense alive. 

For him color is a conflict of power and his material lives by his tension, it is sensitive and luminous. 
Peggy Guggenheim (Bacci, [Venice: Edizioni del Cavallino, 1958]) 

 
 
From April 1 through September 18, 2023, the Peggy Guggenheim Collection presents Edmondo Bacci: 
Energy and Light, organized by Chiara Bertola, Curator and Manager of Contemporary Art Projects, 
Fondazione Querini Stampalia, Venice. The exhibition will feature approximately eighty works—many 
of which have never been exhibited before—including paintings and unpublished drawings on loan from 
the Archivio Edmondo Bacci, as well as from private collections and international museums, including 
the Museum of Modern Art in New York and the Palm Springs Art Museum. It will be the first and most 
extensive retrospective dedicated to Venetian artist Edmondo Bacci (1913–1978), which carries on the 
museum’s tradition of celebrating the main figures of Italian, post-war art alongside exhibitions with an 
international scope, with artists such as Lucio Fontana, Giuseppe Capogrossi, Tancredi Parmeggiani, 
and now Bacci. 
 
Bacci: Energy and Light focuses primarily on the 1950s, the most lyrical and creative period of the artist's 
career, and when he achieved international success. Indeed, during this period, as an established 
exponent of Spazialismo, and among the most innovative artists of the Italian art scene, Bacci captured 
the attention of Peggy Guggenheim and leading art critics through the novelty of his painting, the 
generative force of his color, his rupture of spatial planes, and the circular rhythm of his brushstrokes. 
Bacci was one of the finest representatives of Venetian post-war art, together with, among others, 
Tancredi Parmeggiani and Emilio Vedova, who also  achieved international success and acclaim. Bacci 
was also one of the few artists in Italy to understand the possibilities of the latest type of abstraction, 
merging contemporary trends in Europe and the United States with his unique and personal style. The 
exhibition tells this story through works that are crucial to understanding the evolution of the pictorial 
language of color and light that so impressed Guggenheim, as well as Alfred H. Barr Jr, the director of 
the Museum of Modern Art of New York, who acquired Avvenimento #13R in 1953. The work, now in 
the holdings of the New York museum, makes a special return to Italy, where it will be on public view for 
the first time.  
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The exhibition opens with a group of black-and-white paintings titled Cantieri and Fabbriche, created 
between 1945 and 1953, inspired by the blast furnaces of the Marghera industrial area near Venice and 
influenced by the artists of the Fronte Nuovo delle Arti, particularly Vedova and Armando Pizzinato. 
Here Bacci excluded color: his subjects are defined through the contrast of black and white, an 
unpredictable geometry of accidental movements generated by a dynamic alternation of luminous white 
masses and absolute darkness. Between 1952 and 1953 the foregrounded, black-and-white space of the 
early Fabbriche is flooded with intense color. This is where the characteristics of Bacci’s pictorial language 
start to emerge: an abstract style of painting that progressively eliminates signs in favor of the spatial 
function of color. Next are the Albe of 1954, which feature the definitive rupture of chromatic planes. 
These works give evidence of the delicate and fascinating research that led the artist to create his 
celebrated Avvenimenti, painted during the 1950s and ‘60s, on view in the following rooms. The 
Avvenimenti represent Bacci’s most poetic, creative, and happy period of artistic production, and are the 
beating heart of the exhibition. Space is no longer defined by a geometric grill but is generated by 
relations of color events. Color becomes absolute space, abolishing every boundary between surface 
and volume, dimension, and trajectory, transforming into pure light matter as it gradually transcends the 
heavier matter of Art Informel. This is a chance to admire a series of Avvenimenti that were acquired by 
various U.S. collectors during the 1950s, thanks to Guggenheim and Barr, which are back in Italy for the 
first time. Indeed, in around 1956 many of Bacci’s works crossed the Atlantic, giving way to important 
exhibitions in the United States which culminated in a solo show held at the historic gallery Seventy-Five 
in New York the same year.  
 
The exhibition also covers another interesting, and less-known, aspect of Bacci’s pictorial language: the 
experimental period during the 1960s and 70s which marked the final years of his career. His Gessi, 
Sagome, and Teatrini reflect the artist’s constant research, which during those years ventured beyond 
painting, focusing on matter. Alongside these works, an important section of the show is dedicated to 
drawings and Carte Bruciate—on loan from various private collections and especially from the Archivio 
Bacci—in which the artist expressed the potential of color and sign on paper, pursuing his research 
through works that appear different from one another but that share a common creative and evocative 
force.   
 
The final section of the exhibition pays tribute to Bacci’s participation in the 29th Venice Biennale in 1958. 
Since first taking part in 1948, the artist was regularly invited to take part in this prestigious event. 
However, on this occasion he was afforded his own room, which will been recreated in Palazzo Venier 
dei Leoni. It displays the most celebrated Avvenimenti of the time, chief among them Avvenimento #299 
(1958), on loan from Palm Springs Art Museum. In the preface of the catalogue of the Biennale, Peggy 
Guggenheim wrote: “There is foresight in his color as it explodes in its joyous intoxication . . . I might 
suggest Kandinsky to find an equivalent in poetic power.” (Bacci, [Venice: Edizioni del Cavallino, 1958]). 
The exhibition ends with Giambattista Tiepolo’s impressive oil-on-canvas, The Final Judgment (ca. 
1730–35). On loan from Intesa Sanpaolo and the Fondazione Querini Stampalia, Venice, it demonstrates 
how Bacci was influenced, from his early training at Venice’s Accademia di Belle Arti, by the artists of 
the past, particularly the luminous chromatism of Giovanni Bellini and Giorgione, and especially the 
spatial qualities of Tiepolo’s skies and large-scale frescoes.  
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The exhibition is accompanied by a substantial illustrated catalogue, edited by Marsilio Arte, which 
contains essays by curator Chiara Bertola, Martina Manganello, Barry Schwabsky, Toni Toniato, and 
Riccardo Venturi.  
 
Edmondo Bacci: Energy and Light is made possible by Lavazza Group, in its role of Institutional Patron 
of the Peggy Guggenheim Collection. This collaboration, started in 2016, highlights how creativity, 
forward vision, and being at the cutting edge are innate values and a source of inspiration for Lavazza 
since its founding in Turin in 1895.   
 
We are thankful for the support of the Regione Veneto. 
 
 
 
The exhibition programs of the Peggy Guggenheim Collection are supported by the Peggy Guggenheim Collection Advisory Board. The 
educational programs in conjunction with the exhibition are funded by the Fondazione Araldi Guinetti, Vaduz. The exhibitions at the Peggy 
Guggenheim Collection are made possible by 
 
 
 

   

 
Allegrini + Apice + Arper + Eurofood + Florim + Hangar Design Group + Istituto Europeo 
di Design + Itago + Mapei + René Caovilla + Rubelli + Swatch 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

  
 

 

 

TITLE Edmondo Bacci: Energy and Light 
 

VENUE AND DATE 
 

Peggy Guggenheim Collection, April 1 –September 18, 2023 
 

CURATORS Chiara Bertola, Curator and Manager of Contemporary Art Projects, Fondazione Querini 
Stampalia, Venice 
 

OVERVIEW 
 

The exhibition features approximately eighty works—many of which have never been 
exhibited before—including paintings and unpublished drawings on loan from the Archivio 
Edmondo Bacci, as well as from private collections and international museums, and it is the 
first and most extensive retrospective dedicated to Venetian artist Edmondo Bacci (1913–
1978), 

CATALOGUE The exhibition is accompanied by a substantial illustrated catalogue, edited by Marsilio 
Arte, which contains essays by curator Chiara Bertola, Martina Manganello, Barry 
Schwabsky, Toni Toniato, and Riccardo Venturi. Price: € 45 

ADMISSION TICKET TO 

THE COLLECTION 
 

Regular euro 16; seniors euro 14 (over 65); students euro 9 (under 26 or with a student ID 
card); children 0-10 yrs and members free entrance (further information on membership: 
membership@guggenheim-venice.it). Admission tickets allow the public to visit the 
temporary exhibition, the permanent collection, the Hannelore B. and Rudolph B. Schulhof 
Collection and the Nasher Sculpture Garden. Free guided tours of the temporary 
exhibitions are daily at 3 pm. Reservations are not required. From April 1 through September 
18, the entrance ticket to the museum and the exhibition grants discounted admission to the 
Fondazione Querini Stampalia, Venice. The discount is reciprocal. 
 

HOURS   Daily from 10 am to 6 pm, closed on Tuesday and December 25 
 

INFORMATION info@guggenheim-venice.it / www.guggenheim-venice.it  
 
BOOKINGS AND GUIDED 

TOURS 

 
tel. +39.041.2405440/419 

EDUCATIONAL 

ACTIVITIES 
tel. +30.041.2405401/444 

HOW TO ARRIVE Vaporetto n. 1/2 Accademia stop 
 

COMMUNICATION AND 

PRESS OFFICE 
Maria Rita Cerilli / tel. +39.041.2405415  
Please, once published, send the article to: press@guggenheim-venice.it 
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EDMONDO BACCI (1913-1978) 
 
Edmondo Bacci was born in Venice in 1913, where he also completed his artistic education. His first 
teacher at the Accademia, Virgilio Guidi, had a determining influence on the poetics of his style. Indeed, 
he introduced the young painter to Johann W. Goethe’s color theory and developed his sensibility for 
light, teaching him that it “enables the discovery of things and forms.” Bacci combined these teachings 
with his keen interest in the large-scale paintings of the past, particularly the intense chromatism found 
in Giovanni Bellini, Giorgione, and Giambattista Tiepolo, as well as in eighteenth-century architecture, 
which was primarily concerned with light and space. Bacci held his first solo exhibition in 1945 at the 
Galleria del Cavallino, owned by Carlo Cardazzo, who later introduced him to the poetics of Spazialismo 
emerging in Milan around Lucio Fontana. Through Spazialismo, Bacci was able to meet Italy’s most 
innovative contemporary artists and gain notoriety.  
 
In 1948 he exhibited his work for the first time at the Venice Biennale, becoming a regular participant in 
following editions. He also began exhibiting in shows on Spazialismo in Italy and abroad. Towards the 
mid-1950s, his intense and novel use of color caught the attention of Peggy Guggenheim, who became 
an active supporter of his work. Bacci and Tancredi Parmeggiani were to become the only Italian artists 
she would support. After a major solo show at the Galleria del Cavallino in 1955, the following year Bacci 
held his first solo exhibition in the United States at the Seventy-Five Gallery in New York, leading to 
success among U.S. and international collectors. In 1958, the Venice Biennale dedicated an entire 
exhibition gallery to Bacci’s work. In 1961 he exhibited at the Drian Gallery in London and took part in 
the Neue Italienische Kunst exhibition at Galerie 59 in Aschaffenburg, Germany. The following year his 
work was shown at the Frank Perls Gallery in Beverly Hills. Bacci died in Venice on October 16, 1978. 
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EXHIBITION ROOMS 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Edmondo Bacci: Energy and Light introduces visitors to the most lyrical side of the Venetian artist’s 
oeuvre by focusing on a select group of works created in the 1950s, a crucial moment in his career 
when he achieved international success. During that period, Bacci captured the attention of Peggy 
Guggenheim and leading art critics through the novelty of his painting, the generative force of his 
color, his rupture of spatial planes, and the circular rhythm of his brushstrokes. A group of black-and-
white Fabbriche from 1950–51 opens the exhibition. They illustrate how Bacci moved beyond the 
pictorial language established by the Venetian Fronte Nuovo delle Arti and evolved into a new 
abstract language, merging contemporary international trends with his unique and personal style and 
vision. In 1952–53, intense color flooded the space of the Fabbriche, giving rise to a transformation that 
evolved into an extraordinary group of Avvenimenti that give a comprehensive overview of this 
intensely creative decade. A further aspect of Bacci’s visual idiom, the experimental period during the 
1960s and ’70s that marked the final years of his career, is also examined, followed by a series of 
unpublished works on paper from the Archivio Edmondo Bacci. The exhibition also offers scholars of 
Italian postwar art, characterized by the explorations of Spazialismo, the opportunity to view works 
never before exhibited in Italy, on loan from the Museum of Modern Art and other U.S. collections. 
Furthermore, numerous works exhibited at the Twenty-Ninth Venice Biennale of 1958, with an 
introduction by Guggenheim herself, are also on view. Finally, the exhibition travels back in time and 
displays the full visual power of Venetian painting. 

 
 
FABBRICHE 
 
The series of paintings titled Fabbriche and Cantieri, created between 1945 and 1953, were inspired by 
the blast furnaces of the Marghera industrial area near Venice and influenced by the artists of the 
Fronte Nuovo delle Arti, particularly Emilio Vedova and Armando Pizzinato. In the immediate postwar 
period, artists faced the problem of having to strike a balance between making art and acknowledging 
new ethical and social issues. Bacci responded with his Fabbriche, which signal both a shift to a more 
explicit, socially engaged language and a need to create images that convey lived reality in a new way. 
He excluded colors from his palette, defining his subjects through the contrast of black and white, and 
creating an unpredictable geometry of accidental movements rendered by the dynamic alternation of 
luminous white masses and absolute darkness. In 1952–53, a significant structural shift took place, as 
color flooded the foregrounded, black-andwhite spaces. This is where Bacci’s pictorial language began 
to emerge: an abstract style of painting that progressively eliminated lines, relying increasingly on the 
spatial function of color. The evolution of this idiom also echoed the recent Art Informel “revolution” 
which had just reached Italy from France and the United States. In 1950 Bacci exhibited at the Twenty-
Fifth Venice Biennale, where he admired the work of major U.S. Informel painters, such as Willem de 
Kooning, Arshile Gorky, and Jackson Pollock. 
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ALBE AND AVVENIMENTI 
 
A small group of works from 1954, titled Albe, give evidence of the delicate and fascinating research 
that led Bacci to move on from the Fabbriche to the Avvenimenti. The underlying framework 
disappears entirely, dissolved by chromatic dust and the definitive rupture of color planes. Bacci 
attempted to capture on canvas an elemental, founding moment, when everything rises and takes 
shape from the primordial chaos, a sort of painterly big bang. The Alba depicts a space in which an 
explosion has just occurred, an “event of light” that continues to happen before the eyes of the viewer, 
violently pushing black debris into the foreground, and opening up a fountainhead, bright and 
powerful, in the distance. The Avvenimenti painted in 1953–58 emerge from Bacci’s reflections on 
Spazialismo and form his most lyrical and poetic group of works. Space is no longer defined by a 
geometric grid but is generated by relations of “events of color.” Color becomes absolute space, 
abolishing every boundary between surface and volume, dimension and trajectory, transforming into 
pure light matter as it gradually transcends the heavy “mundane matter” of Art Informel. In the 
Avvenimenti from this period, Bacci’s colors are unmistakable: they seem to be extracted from the 
atmosphere or from the lagoon’s dark and transparent sea bottom. Colors are at times mixed with sand 
and saturated to restore the weight of matter or the force of the air. Other times matter seems to have 
been extracted directly from below ground, or from the crater of a volcano. Bacci seems to work with 
the primary elements of creation: water, air, fire, and earth. Color moves on the canvas as if it were 
“material energy” generating the image, identifying itself with the act of painting. 
 
SPAZIALISMO 
 
In 1947, Lucio Fontana returned to Milan, disseminating ideas on space presented in his Manifesto 
Blanco published in Buenos Aires the previous year. He called for an integral art that refuted naturalism 
and focused on light, sound, and spatial voids. Thus, in 1947, Spazialismo was founded, promoting a 
new understanding of art: thanks to science, the living conditions for a portion of humanity, their 
relationship with nature, and the perception of matter and space had all changed, which called for a 
renewal in the arts. The movement’s manifestos considered an idea of space that allows for exploration, 
creation, and traversals—a space no longer conceived as a container to be filled or as a background, 
but as a dimension to be experienced through art. Spazialismo never presented itself as a “school,” but 
rather as an opportunity for discussion among those artists who saw in Fontana’s poetics a way out of 
an oftenprovincial artistic climate, one arrested in the juxtaposition between the figurative and the 
abstract. Venetian painters began to join the Spazialismo movement after the publication of its fourth 
manifesto in 1951. Bacci joined two years later, when the Milanese and Venetians came together for the 
first time at the exhibition at the Galleria del Cavallino in Venice and signed the fifth manifesto, drafted 
by Anton Giulio Ambrosini. Milan and Venice not only represented two geographic poles, but also 
two different experiences of Spazialismo. This was particularly true for the Venetians who—while 
generally receptive to the possibilities of renewal and adaptation in the new ideas Fontana proposed— 
each developed an open space for investigation and debate, their own personal and individual lines of 
enquiry, and different modes of artistic expression. 
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A TIME OF EXPERIMENTATION 
 
Bacci’s art followed a new direction in the 1960s. The unexpected experimentations he carried out 
beginning in 1968 allowed for further variations of his Avvenimenti. In these works, the artist challenged 
himself to employ other stylistic forms, placing the safety of his pictorial conventions at risk. He did this 
to harmonize with and respond to stimuli stemming from new artistic innovations, but also to give 
voice to that inner need that always pushed him to investigate other spheres of possibility. He gathered 
new non-art materials he found in his daily life and in the working world—Styrofoam, steel, burnt paper, 
foil, wood, cardboard, fabric—and used them to create, in a simple and artisanal fashion, a 
corresponding tactile and visual experience, which he merged with his spatial concepts. Bacci here 
emphasized a new approach to his “universes,” an image that goes beyond the evocative landscape to 
become, once again, a pure idea of space. The works from these final years are astonishing for their 
immediacy, their effective spatial solutions, their fresh imagery, and their audacious inventiveness which 
capitalizes on simple techniques and materials. During this happy period, Bacci was in synch with the 
contemporary investigations of Kinetic art and Arte Programmata. 
 
DRAWINGS AND WORKS WITH BURNT PAPER 
 
A group of unpublished drawings complete the overview of Bacci’s artistic production. Works on paper 
offered a chance to interpret the potential of graphic marks and color. Bacci retraced and expanded his 
research in works that are seemingly different from one another, but which share a common creative 
force that influences our preconceived ideas of thought and action. This group also includes a series of 
works created with burnt paper during the 1960s, in which Bacci continued experimenting with different 
materials and challenging his own pictorial idiom. In their organization of space, the yellow, red, and 
blue areas aspire to a geometric definition that is different from his earlier production in terms of 
compositional balance, gravity, and cadence. The areas of color almost become anchored points in 
space, in stark contrast with the black, incinerated forms, emphasizing the combustion and fragility of 
matter. 
 
SOLO EXHIBITION ROOM AT THE 29TH VENICE BIENNALE 
 
In 1958 Bacci experienced the peak of his critical and commercial success. He was invited to participate 
in the Twenty-Ninth Venice Biennale with a solo exhibition gallery—a well-timed recognition that 
endorsed his standing among U.S. collectors, in the wake of his New York solo show two years prior, 
and that introduced his work to a wider audience in Italy. He exhibited sixteen Avvenimenti, all painted 
between 1956 and 1958—six of which are on view in this exhibition—with an introduction by Peggy 
Guggenheim in the catalogue: “How can one write about Bacci? Inscrutable, modest, sensitive, self-
effacing man. I have no clue to him … But his paintings, that is another matter. I know them. They are 
children of today. They burst with light energy and color.” The works were related to Bacci’s reflections 
on Spazialismo and to his attempt to go beyond the physical dimensions of the earth. The surfaces are 
smooth and polished; color has become a milky substance, like a yeast that ferments the light areas, 
building the contrast with the dark tones. The compositions of these Avvenimenti contain two or three 
increasingly pronounced areas, earthly planes that contrast with empyreal ones. Furthermore, as 
exemplified by Avvenimento #299—on loan from the Palm Springs Art Museum—a devastating force 
expands or even explodes from the center, shattering and hurling myriad fragments or asteroids 
toward the work’s edges. 
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BACCI AND THE VENETIAN PICTORIAL TRADITION 
 
Bacci and other Spazialismo artists were interested in the luminous chromatism of the Venetian 
painting tradition found in Giovanni Bellini or Giorgione, but even more so in the spatial qualities of 
Giambattista Tiepolo’s skies and large-scale frescoes. In Tiepolo light and space are the true 
protagonists, as demonstrated by his The Final Judgment (ca. 1730–35) here on view. Avvenimento 
#31-A (Esplosione), from 1967, is astonishing due to Bacci’s extraordinary ability to create liquid space, 
in which the potential traditional articulation of spatial planes dissolves into many moving points and 
creates a multidimensional space. The influence of Tiepolo’s vaulted ceilings is apparent in this 
polycentric space. In fact, although Bacci did not employ the perspectival or illusionistic spatial 
strategies typical of Tiepolo’s ceilings, Esplosione hints at a semblance of depth. In the painting, color 
becomes almost transparent, dematerialized so as to conceptualize the architecture of emptiness. 
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EDMONDO BACCI 
 
 
“He is my Venetian neighbor. He lives one bridge away from me (this is how we measure distance in 
Venice). I meet him almost daily in the Calle near my home or at the Traghetto. Our greetings are formal 
but friendly, I never get to know him any better. So much for the mysterious little man. But his paintings, 
that is another matter. I know them. They are children of today. They are dynamic. They are the atomic 
bomb on canvas. They burst with light energy and color. Each new one is more vital than the last. I feel 
they are so explosive that they endanger the safety of my palace. Every time one is carried away by an 
enthusiastic American. I feel my home is in less danger. But then Bacci brings me a new one. Each one 
is more wonderful, more exciting, and even more dangerous. In each one there is more mystery and 
more poetry. It [a]ffects you as a dream does. There is foresight in his color as it explodes in its joyous 
intoxication. I believe it is today the purest color let free in space. A frenetic power draws us into his 
game. Here are the poles of a wonderful poetic adventure. There is always red in Bacci, always light. This 
wonderful world of his makes life dizzy. This is a continual elevation of the spirit. Bacci’s work makes every 
thing magnetic with an internal feeling which is rich in décor and splendor. His painting is an explosion 
that sets a lyric fire to the world. And the world finds in his ‘Event’ extraordinary truth, intense dynamism 
that is akin to the phantomatic suggestions of the spirit. His paintings are all ‘Events.’ Different—they 
have a tie in their theme, never in their technique, because invention gives them a happy surprising 
originality. 
In his creative freedom he reaches flaming summits, that have a fantastic order in their enchantment and 
surprise. I might suggest [Vasily] Kandinsky to find an equivalent in poetic power. In Bacci I believe there 
is a hidden source, unpredictable. His is a legend that gives us a daily miracle. One sees inside the 
painting, carried away by the vortex of its hidden destiny. There is nothing that is superfluous, but, as in 
every work that is strongly aesthetic, he is simple, tense, alive. For him color is a conflict of power and his 
material lives by his tension, it is sensitive and luminous. Bacci shows the purity of things that are authentic 
and original. His painting knows no geography; it belongs to the world of space. One does not know 
where the world goes. One does not know where Bacci goes.” 
 
 

- Peggy Guggenheim, Introduzione, in Catalogo della XXIX Biennale Internazionale d’Arte di 
Venezia (Venice: Ente Autonomo La Biennale di Venezia, 1958), pp. 66–67. 
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BEYOND THE EXHIBITION:  PUBLIC PROGRAMS  
 
The Edmondo Bacci: Energy and Light exhibition (April 1–September 18, 2023) is accompanied by a rich 
calendar of public programs and collateral events that are intended for the museum’s different audiences 
and aim to explore and interpret the poetics of Venetian Spazialismo artist Edmondo Bacci through a 
contemporary lens.  
 
The programs center around the figure of Bacci, an artist who was born, raised, and trained in Venice. 
He is thus remembered fondly by the local community who met him, as well as by later generations. 
Now, the local, national, and international public will be able to enjoy an extraordinary exhibition and a 
series of events related to it—a deserved homage that the Peggy Guggenheim Collection dedicates to a 
major figure of Venetian Spazialismo and of the twentieth-century art scene.  
 
The Public Programs are free and are made possible by Fondazione Araldi, Guinetti, Vaduz. All 
information about individual events and how to join them is available through the following link.  
 
PUBLIC PROGRAMS CALENDAR 
  
The calendar starts with Meet the Curator, on Saturday, April 1, at 11 am. On the opening day of the 
exhibition, curator Chiara Bertola introduces visitors to the origin of the exhibition’s concept and the 
curatorial choices that shaped it. Furthermore, visitors can attend a 15-minute presentation about the 
exhibition, held daily at 3 pm, which is free with admission to the museum.   
 
On Thursday, April 27, at 5:30 pm, an exclusive conversation with Gregorio Bacci, nephew of the artist 
and Director of the Archivio Edmondo Bacci, reveals a more intimate side of Bacci, who was known to 
his family and closest friends as “Mondo.” Indeed, Gregorio Bacci presents a precious heritage—letters, 
sketches, and art tools used by the artist—enriching the experience with personal anecdotes that trace a 
unique and intimate portrait of “Mondo.”  
 
The Peggy Guggenheim Collection also offers young adults aged 16 to 25 a chance to join series of trips 
titled Landscapes: The Evocative Spaces in Bacci’s Paintings, three itineraries that will immerse 
participants in the landscapes that inspired the artist or are closely connected to his work, allowing them 
to reinterpret his poetics with fresh eyes.  
 
Landscape #1 takes place on Thursday, May 18, at 4 pm. Bacci’s Fabbriche and Cantieri series were 
inspired by the blast furnaces of the industrial area of Porto Marghera, and express the artist's concern 
for sociopolitical issues related to the working world. The itinerary covers the fascinating spaces of the 
industrial area on the Venetian mainland, which are currently populated by artists and creatives.  
 
Taking place on Thursday, June 15, at 4 pm, Landscape #2 celebrates Bacci’s love for the luminous 
chromatism of Giambattista Tiepolo’s skies and for the dazzling sunlight that often permeates the 
neighborhood of Dorsoduro. The itinerary starts at the current site of the Accademia di Belle Arti, where 
Bacci trained and later taught, and continues along the fondamenta delle Zattere, stopping at the church 
of the Gesuati and ending at the Gallerie dell’Accademia, the former site of the eponymous fine arts 
school, which now houses some of Tiepolo’s greatest masterpieces.  

https://www.guggenheim-venice.it/en/learn/public-programs/edmondo-bacci-exhibition-public-programs/
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Landscape #3, which takes place on Wednesday, July 5, at 4 pm, is dedicated to Bacci’s Avvenimenti 
and his experimental works of the 1960, which seem to be made from cosmic matter. After visiting the 
Planetarium of Venice, participants will take part in a workshop on the beach, led by artist Giulia Filippi, 
in which sand will be manipulated to create “images of ultra-worlds whose depths are unfathomable.”  
 
The main themes of Bacci’s art will also be the subject of a series of workshops for children aged 4 to 10, 
taking place on the first Sunday of each month from April to September (except August) at 3 pm. The 
series of workshops, titled Il Mondo di Edmondo, includes 5 meetings centered around the main 
characteristics of Bacci’s pictorial language: color, energy, light, space, and matter.  
 
Blind and partially sighted visitors can also experience the works on view. On April 15 and 16 two 
meetings from the Double Meaning: A Tactile Journey of the Peggy Guggenheim Collection 
program will give participants a chance to touch a reproduction of a work by the artist Untitled (1978), 
composed of aluminum foil, wood, and tempera on panel. A workshop led by blind artist Felice 
Tagliaferri will then help them re-elaborate the work in clay. The meeting on April 15 is open to adults, 
while the one on April 16 is reserved for children. All Double Meaning events aim to involve blind and 
partially sighted visitors but are also open to sighted visitors in the spirit of accessibility and inclusion.   
 
It is worth remembering that on Thursdays, from 2 pm and 6 pm, admission to the exhibition is free for 
residents of the City of Venice and those born in Venice, as well as to students at Venetian universities, 
vocational schools recognized by the Veneto region, Adult Learning Centers (C.P.I.A.), and Universities 
of the Third Age in the City of Venice.   
 
Finally, for the duration of the exhibition, the artist’s biography and various facts, extracts, and further 
information about his life, as well a selection of high-definition photographs of the works of view and a 
series of documents and pictures from the Archivio Edmondo Bacci, will be made available on Google 
Arts & Culture.   
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INSTITUTIONAL PATRONS – PEGGY GUGGENHEIM COLLECTION 
 
EFG 

 
EFG is a global private banking group offering private banking and asset management services and is 
headquartered in Zurich. Its registered shares (EFGN) are listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. As a 
leading Swiss private bank, EFG has a presence in major financial centres and growth markets. It has 
strong roots in Switzerland and operates in around 40 locations worldwide, with a network spanning 
Europe, Asia Pacific, the Americas and the Middle East. EFG is a financial partner that offers security 
and solidity. An entrepreneurial spirit has shaped the bank since it was established in 1995, enabling it 
to develop hands-on solutions and to build long-lasting client relationships, also through its 
partnerships and sponsorship activities.  
In this context, EFG considers many facets of life and society to be both fascinating and important. It 
therefore supports a variety of partners in areas ranging from art and music to sport and social 
commitments with a particular emphasis on the development of young talents. In the art field, the bank 
has its own contemporary art collection, created in 2000, which is displayed in the offices of EFG 
around the world and in national and international museums. EFG is additionally a long-term supporter 
and Institutional Patron of the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice since 2001. The bank recently 
sponsored the restoration projects related to two art pieces of the Peggy Guggenheim Collection: The 
studio (L'Atelier) of Pablo Picasso and Woman in a Sailor Shirt of Modigliani. In 2019, EFG decides to 
contribute to the support of the restoration of a Peggy Guggenheim Collection masterpiece: Box in a 
suitcase (Boîte en-valise), 1941 by Marcel Duchamp. 
  
www.efginternational.com 
 
LAVAZZA 
 
Lavazza has a long history of promoting the arts and culture. From its first steps taken with 
revolutionary campaigns created by the undisputed Italian advertising genius Armando Testa, through 
to the celebration of artistic creativity represented by the Lavazza Calendar, the company has always 
been a pioneer in the visual arts. From photography and design to fine advertising graphics, today 
Lavazza is a partner of one of the leading international art museums such as the Guggenheim Museum 
in New York (USA). Lavazza is also partner of Vela, the main events management organization in 
Venice, and supports different cultural institutions such as Triennale in Milan, Camera (the Italian 
Center for Photography), and top international art and photography events worldwide. Since 2004, 
Lavazza has collaborated with the renowned photographer Steve McCurry, who has developed the 
photographic reportage in coffee makers’ countries for the project ¡Tierra!: the series of photographs 
shot in Honduras, Peru, Colombia, India, Brazil, Tanzania, Ethiopia and Vietnam, that has taken us on a 
journey to discover coffee trading routes and communicating all the passion and commitment that the 
Lavazza Foundation invests in coffee-producing communities. Lavazza is an Institutional Patron of the 
Peggy Guggenheim Collection since 2016 and has supported the exhibition Mark Tobey. Threading 
Light, Marino Marini. Visual Passions and Peggy Guggenheim. The last Dogaressa, and in 2023 
Edmondo Bacci. Energy and Light. 
 
www.lavazzagroup.com 

http://www.efginternational.com/
http://www.lavazzagroup.com/
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